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Kim Kashkashian
Offers Viola Recital
Kim Kashkashian's viola recital

‘Thursday night at il Metropolilan
Uscum _was _ pristule  a
sati Eng. viola 15 100 olten

ayed as if it were a slightly harrser
version of a violin; less oﬁw (and
ususily more grotesguely) ot is
treated ke » =urrogate cello. In face,
of course, at the risk of sounding obvi-
ous, it ks itself — an instrament of pa-
tricaan expressivity, with a burnished
luster to its alto tone, s somewhat
chseled sound made op of wonder-
fully variegated shades of gray.

Ms. Kashkashian plays the viola

with 0 auﬁmgl fo turn_it o any-
thing eloe. 150 d artist, she 1s
He1_averse Lo pyrolcehnics, a5 she

ruved in the more extravericd pas-
sapes ol Schumann's "ﬂa"rﬂﬁ:
er.”” But it was the final movemenl o
the _work, a sunple ulIVE Son
that_made the deepast imprmnn
Juan Orrego-Salas’s ““Mobah,™ n 1ts
Mew York premiere, proved a sonata
i all but name: it is in four interre-
Lued movements, turbulent and play-
ful, aggressive and reflective by turn,
Hghtweight but expertly fashioned for
the viola,

The propram closed with the
Sanata in F minor (Op, 120, No. 1) by
Johamnes Broahms — a skillful per-
formance, although this listener
would have preferred a somewhat
more feisurely approach to the great
Andante,

The pianist James Tocco was a full
partnerin the evening's success,
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